
 
Please ask an elderly person (the older the better) these questions.  If you need help to do this 
ask an adult. 
 
What was your community like when you were growing up? 
 
School 
What was the name of the school? 
Where was it located? 
What was their school like? 
How many grades? 
What was their teacher(s) like? 
Anything special you remember and you would like to share about school? 
 
 
Businesses  and Hospitals/Doctors 
Did you have much money then?   
Has money changed? 
How did you get food and clothing? 
When you were little what town did you go to?  
How did you get to town? 
What kind of businesses were there? 
What kind of work did your parents do? 
Could you walk to the store? 
Did you know people that farmed? 
Did people have gardens? 
When you were little what happened when you got sick? 
Were you sick often? 
Did you go to the doctor when you were little? 
Was there a hospital near? 
Did you ever have to go to the hospital? 
 
Churches 
Did you go to church when you were little? 
Where was the church? 
What was the name of the church? 



Did you like to go to church?  Why or why not? 
What did the church look like? 
What was the preacher/minister/priest like? 
Did he live in your town? 
 
Police/Fire/Elected Officials 
Were there policeman in your area? 
Did they wear uniforms? 
Were they trained? 
Did they have police cars? 
Was there a jail? 
Was there a fire department? 
Were there firemen? 
Do you remember any fires when you were a child? 
Was there a fire truck? 
Were there any elected officials in your community? 
Who were they? 
Did the adults in your family vote? 
 
Transportation and Communication 
What kind of car did your family have? 
Were there trucks, buses, etc. 
Did you travel on planes or trains? 
Did anybody you know have a wagon? 
How did you get the news? 
How did you get weather information? 
Was there radio, TV, newspapers? 
 
Family Migration and Change 
 
What nationality did we descend from? 
Have you ever lived anywhere else? 
How did our family come to be in Monroe/West Monroe? 
Do we know how long ago our family came to the United States?  Louisiana? 
 


