
MINUTES 
 

June 3, 2008  

The Monroe City School Board met in regular session, Tuesday, June 3, 2008 at 5:00 p.m. at the 
Monroe City School Board Media Center, 2009 Auburn Avenue, Monroe, Louisiana 71201. The 
meeting was called to order by the President.  Prayer was offered by Reverend James B. 
Johnson. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited in unison.  

Item 4: Roll Call 

Board Members Present 
Mrs. Victoria “Vickie” Dayton  
Mrs. Victoria “Vickie” Krutzer 
Mr. James Mickey Traweek 
Mr. Jessie Handy 
Bishop Rodney McFarland, Sr. 
Mrs. Stephanie Smith   
Mrs. Brenda Shelling 

Superintendent and Administrative Staff 
Dr. James Dupree 
Mrs. Derenda Flowers 
Dr. Tammye Turpin 
Mr. Andrew Hill 
Mrs. Betty Carroll 
Mrs. Vickie Irwin 
Ms. Mamie Williams 
Mrs. Julie Staley 
Mrs. Teresa Foreman 
Mr. Bobby Williams 
Attorney L. Douglas Lawrence 

Action Item 5 – Consent Agenda 

It was moved by Bishop McFarland and seconded by Mrs. Smith to change agenda item 6:A 
(2008-2009 School Board Meeting Schedule) to discussion only, delete agenda item 7:A 
(Appointment of Assistant Principal at Carroll Jr.), and to approve the following consent agenda 
items: 
5:A – Adoption of the Agenda 
5:B – Adoption of the Board Minutes – May 20, 2008  
5:C – Permission to Advertise for Early Intervention Coordinator: Safe Schools/Healthy Students 
Grant 
5:D – Permission to Advertise for School Psychologist: Safe Schools/Healthy Students Grant 
5:E – Permission to Advertise for School/Community Outreach Specialist: Safe Schools/Healthy 
Students Grant 
5:F – Permission to contract with ElectroCoat to paint, repair and refinish lockers at all Jr. and Sr. 
High Schools through QZAB Funding 
5:G – Human Resources Agenda  

The motion carried on a unanimous vote. 

Mrs. Shelling arrived at 5:08 p.m. 



Agenda Item 6 – President’s Reports and Announcements 

President Dayton thanked everyone for their attendance.  The public was informed on procedures 
for addressing the Board on agenda and non-agenda items. President Dayton asked that all cell 
phones be turned off.  She then recognized members of the Coalition for Quality Education. 

Agenda Item 6:A – 2008-2009 School Board Meeting Schedule 

Mrs. Dayton asked Board members to review the proposed schedule and be prepared to take 
action at the next Board meeting.  

Mr. Traweek arrived at 5:11 p.m. 

Agenda Item 7:A – Action from the Superintendent:  

Item Deleted – Appointment of Assistant Principal at Carroll Jr. High 

Agenda Item 8:A – Report: School Based Health Center 

Mrs. Stalanda Butcher presented a PowerPoint presentation of the St. Francis School Based 
Health Center. The center, which opened October 1, 2007 at Carroll Jr. High, provides medical 
services to any student enrolled in Monroe City Schools. This year the program serviced 405 
students from five different schools. Students received on-site care for various medical 
conditions, and others were referred to external providers for additional medical care. Mrs. 
Butcher noted that the first year of the program was very successful, and it is her desire to 
expand the program to offer additional services next school year. 

Mr. Bobby Williams noted that a walk-though is being arranged at MLK to study the feasibility of 
placing a center at that school. 

Agenda Item 8:B – Progress Report on Academically Unacceptable Schools 

Mrs. Teresa Foreman reported on Academically Unacceptable Schools.  It was noted that three 
schools last year were labeled AUS - Sherrouse GOAL, Clara Hall and Carroll Jr.  Mrs. Foreman 
stated that the GOAL Program will be under the umbrella of ResCare, and that Clara Hall will 
probably remain in AUS status.  Because of Clara Hall’s status, they will be required to offer 
School Choice again this year. She further stated that she is optimistic that Carroll Jr. will exit 
AUS status but it is possible that Carroll High School may enter AUS status. Mrs. Foreman said, 
“If Carroll Jr. comes out of AUS status they deserve recognition.  When you offer School Choice 
and your best students are moved, it is almost impossible to exit AUS status.” 

Dr. Turpin noted that reading coaches are at all Reading First schools.  Jefferson and Clara Hall 
were not included because of the grade configuration at those schools.  In order to qualify as a 
Reading First school, you must have K-3 grade configuration. Therefore, this program would have 
to be funded through general funds at those two schools. 

Dr. Turpin reported on the ResCare program.  She stated that the ResCare program will serve 
70% of over age 6th – 8th grade students. She noted that School Improvement Plans are being 
finalized with ResCare personnel, and materials are being ordered so the program will be ready 
for implementation when school begins. A job fair has been scheduled for Friday, June 6th for 
teachers interested in working with ResCare.  

Mrs. Smith stated that she would like to be informed about all program cuts. She further stated 



that more resources should be placed at Jefferson and Clara Hall to help those students achieve.

Mrs. Shelling stated that Board members are unaware of programs that have been cut. She 
inquired as to what is being done across the district to ensure that all students are given the same 
advantages and opportunities.  She said, “In order to be successful, proper programs must be in 
place, and employees must be held accountable.” 

Public Input 

Ms. Rachelle May addressed the Board on the AUS status of Clara Hall and the possible closing 
of the school.  She stated that 3rd graders from Jefferson need to come back to Clara Hall so that 
they can be accountable for those students. 

Bishop McFarland stated that the position of principal is being advertised; therefore the school will 
not close. He further stated that the district needs to move forward with what is best for Clara 
Hall. 

President Dayton asked that a work session be scheduled to bring the Board up to speed on the 
plan for Clara Hall and that the plan be placed on the next Board agenda. 

Agenda Item 9 – Board Committee Updates 

QZAB Roofing Project 

Dr. Dupree asked Mr. Monroe to address the Board on the possible hiring of an architect for the 
QZAB roofing projects.  
Mr. Monroe stated that bids will be opened on June 23rd.  He further stated that if it is the wishes 
of the Board to hire an architect, he will do so, but QZAB funds can not be used to pay an 
architect.   

President Dayton stated that if an architect draws up the plans, the district would hold them 
accountable.  She stated that the architect would inspect the roof, and they would hold the 
contractor responsible. 

Mr. Monroe stated that the manufacturer will warrant the roof for twenty years. Therefore, they will 
make sure that the contractor will properly apply the roof.  

Mr. Traweek stated that getting an architect will be costly, and it could possibly delay the project.  
He further stated that he has confidence in Mr. Monroe and the contractor to complete the job 
without an architect. 

Bishop McFarland stated that an architect is not needed to repair roofs.  He also stated that Mr. 
Monroe should be given the authority to move forward with this project. 

After a brief discussion, it was the consensuses of the Board not to hire an architect to oversee 
this project. 

Agenda Item 10 – Superintendent’s Announcements and Updates 

Dr. Dupree stated that he has visited the summer school sites, and the programs are running 
well.  He also informed the Board that he met with Attorney Lawrence, Mayor Mayo, City 
Councilmen, and the City’s Attorney, and the concerns regarding the baseball field and Georgia 



Tucker have been resolved.  

Agenda Item 11 – Public Input on Non-Agenda Items 

Ms. Sandie Lollie addressed the Board on the 2008-2009 extended calendar.  She stated that the 
calendar for support personnel does not align with the calendar for teachers.  She asked that the 
calendar be revisited. 

Mr. Tom Nicholson praised the Board on the decisions that were made tonight. He noted that the 
dominate discussion at this meeting was academic achievement.  He further stated that the 
Board should be commended on showing unity and he is hopeful that they will stay focused on 
educating students. 

Ms. Gloria Walker addressed the Board on equality, disparity, and discrimination among 
students.  She stated that it is important that appropriate administrators are in place. 
  
Action Item 12: Executive Session 

On a motion by Mr. Handy that was seconded by Mrs. Krutzer, the Board convened in executive 
session at 7:00 p.m. for a period not to exceed ten minutes to discuss Jimmy Andrews -vs- 
Monroe City School Board {No.11,297}{USDC – W.D. of La}. 

The motion carried on a unanimous vote. 

Action Item 13 – Adjournment/Recess 

On a motion by Bishop McFarland that was seconded by Mr. Handy, the Board reconvened in 
open session at 7:12 p.m. 

The motion carried on a unanimous vote. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting adjourned at 7:12 p.m. on 
a motion by Bishop McFarland and seconded by Mr. Handy.  

The motion carried on a unanimous vote. 
  

Mrs. Victoria Dayton, President                                                               
Dr. James A. Dupree, Superintendent 
  

 
 


